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Thomas Nagel (/ˈneɪɡəl/; born July 4, 1937) is an American philosopher. He is the University Pro-
fessor of Philosophy and Law Emeritus at New York University, where he taught from 1980 until 
his retirement in 2016. His main areas of philosophical interest are political philosophy, ethics and 
philosophy of mind.

Nagel is known for his critique of material reductionist accounts of the mind, particularly in his essay 
“What Is It Like to Be a Bat?” (1974), and for his contributions to liberal moral and political theory in 
The Possibility of Altruism (1970) and subsequent writings. He continued the critique of reductionism 
in Mind and Cosmos (2012), in which he argues against the neo-Darwinian view of the emergence 
of consciousness.
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notes:





ily cere- cahiers is a collection of texts(fragments). it is a branch of the collective it is part 
of an ensemble. these texts function as starting points for dialogues within our practice. 
we also love to share them with guests and visitors of our projects.
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